
THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURES 
January 8, 2023 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Isaiah 60:1–6    Ephesians 3:2–3a, 5–6    Matthew 2:1–12 

 

Reflection by: Sister Honora Werner, OP 

Our culture calls us to follow stars all the time: stars of movies, of theater, of 
football, of music, of basketball, of soccer, of academia, of cooking, and on and 
on. Galaxies of stars beckon us over and over. The stars we pursued as younger 
people have faded, and now newer ones call us to follow. 

When will we really follow the Magi in their star-following? They weren’t always 
correct in their interpretation of it. When they thought they had arrived at where 
it led, they realized their error and sought it again. Once more it beckoned 
forward. What a surprise when they found its arrival point! Maybe it was the 
stable of Jesus’ birth. But Matthew says that upon entering the house they found 
the Baby with His Mother. No mention of a stable or field or farm animals. But in 
such lowliness, an unexpected new King! 

If we are to imitate these wise people of old, what star will we follow? We will do 
well to consult the natural world as they did! Studying the First Book of 
Revelation, Nature herself, we will find the Truth of the Trinity and the Truth of 
our vocations as human. We will find the Truth that we are made to live in real 
community, in communion with all other creatures. In following these stars, we 
will truly find the Christ. 

Another point: Matthew’s community would have heard the phrase “upon 
entering the house” as a reference to the Church. House churches were what they 
knew. They also knew that to find Jesus, they would look to His Mother. Will 
people find Christ and His mother through our being church? Really? There is no 
other way! 


